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REVIEWS 


On the whole the pharmacological part of the hook completely 
overshadows the therapeutic portion, which is limited to a bald 
statement of the various preparations of drugs and a few general 
indications for their use. Administration is not discussed at all, 
and there is nothing to tell the reader which preparation he ought 
to select in a given case. The difficulty is very often not what drug 
to use, but in what form, in how large a dose, and at what intervals. 
These subjects are only treated in the most general way in the 
introduction or in occasional passages hidden away in the text. 

Each article is provided with a bibliography which the student 
will find exceedingly helpful. The book is also supplied with a 
list of drugs classified according to their therapeutic use and a very 
good index. R. M. G. 


A Treatise on the Nervous Diseases of Children. For Phy¬ 
sicians and Students. By B. Sachs, M.D., Alienist and 
Neurolcgist to Bellevue Hospital; Neurologist to the Mt. Sinai 
Hospital; Consulting Physician to Manhattan State Hospital, 
Ne.v York. Second edition, revised. New York: William 
Wood & Co., 1905. 

The first edition of Dr. Sack’s well-known treatise was so care¬ 
fully written and covered the subject so completely that little 
opportunity was left for improvement after the ten years that have 
elapsed since the book was given to the profession. The most 
noticeable change has been the condensation cf the text from 656 
to 557 pages. This has been accomplished by omitting the bib¬ 
liography at the end of each chapter and by omitting the chapters 
on the anatomy, physiology, and pathology cf the spinal cord, 
cn the anatomy and physiology of the brain, and on anaemia and 
hyperiemia of the spinal cord, and the appendix on therapeutic 
suggestions. 

The consideration of amemia and hyperiemia of the spinal 
cord has long appeared in formal text-books on neurology, 
with more or less open apology for their inclusion as distinct dis¬ 
eases. It is therefore a step in advance that Dr. Sachs has at last 
refused to follow the custom which is continued in later text-books 
simply because the older writers labored to describe definite symp¬ 
toms due to varying states of the blood supply of the spinal cord. 
With the exception of the dire: t effects of concussion upon the cord 
and its membranes, which are usually discussed under this special 
heading, the condition of anaemia and hyperiemia is best considered 
in association with other morbid states and more important clinical 
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symptoms, as Sachs pointed out in his chapter on the subject in the 
first edition of his work. 

The reasons for the omission of the valuable chapters on anatomy 
and physiology are less obvious; and as the original volume was not 
overcrowded, it seems to us a mistake to have sacrificed them 
simply for the sake of condensation, and because, as the author 
states in his preface, the subject matter can be found in other 
text-books. 

The additions are not numerous—a few lines here and there 
ingeniously fitted into the original plates, some larger additions 
at the end of each chapter, a few new illustrations, and a section on 
amaurotic family idiocy, which was not discussed in the first 
edition. In saying this, however, we in nowise wish to detract 
from the value of the second edition. It simply serves to empha¬ 
size the fact that the author found little to improve or change in an 
already nearly perfect work, which has been honored by trans¬ 
lation into German, Italian, and French, and will continue for a 
long time to come to be quoted as the standard text-book upon 
this important and little specialized division of pediatric medicine. 

T. S. W. 


The Practice of Medicine. A Text-book for Practitioners 
and Students, with Special Reference to Diagnosis and 
Treatment. By James Tyson, M.D., Professor of Medicine 
in the University of Pennsylvania and Physician to the Hospital 
of the University; Physician to the Pennsylvania Hospital; Fellow 
of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia; Member of the 
Association of American Physicians, etc. Philadelphia: P. 
Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1906. 

The fact that the fourth edition of this book has appeared only 
two years after the third edition indicates that its merits have been 
recognized by the profession. The main change in this edition 
has been in the rewriting of the section on animal parasites by 
Prof. Allen J. Smith, who is recognized as an authority on this 
subject. The section has been improved by the addition of a 
number of illustrations, and the contents are of such a nature that 
a comprehensive knowledge may be obtained of animal parasites 
not only from a medical but also from a biological point of view. 

One of the most pleasing features of the work is to be found in 
the historical sketches of a number of the diseases; this adds 
considerably to the interest of the reader. Another commendable 
point is the use of italics in emphasizing important or distinctive 
features, or especially reliable methods of treatment. This should 



